
CORPORATE TALKS & WORKSHOPS FROM THE  
TEAM BEHIND THE BESTSELLING BOOK.  

New economic thinking, creativity and innovation 
 from the most unlikely places. 

“ Alexa shows us how actors in the 
informal economy are innovators 
whose importance equals that of 
Richard Branson or Steve Jobs.”

  VICE Magazine

Named one of the best business 
books in 2015.  
The World Economic Forum

“ A snappy introduction to a new 
way of thinking.”  
The Financial Times 

“ A paean to the quirkier members 
of society.” 
THE ECONOMIST

“ A brilliant and engaging   
storyteller, Alexa takes you inside 
the hearts and minds of the 
innovators working on the fringes, 
inspiring us to rethink our  
assumptions about what’s next. 
Peter Sims, author of Little Bets 
and founder of BLK SHP



 
From keynote talks to interactive 
workshops, the Misfit Academy 
draws from a wealth of lessons 
from the fringes of society to tailor 
memorable experiences for your 
organization or event.

See how stories from the gangs  
in New York City’s roughest  
neighborhoods, young hackers  
on the global digital frontline, the  
pirates of the 18th century high 
seas can help ignite new ways of 
looking at common challenges  
from brand building to customer  
retention to organizational  
structure.  

Learn how to think like some of the 
underworld’s most creative and 
forward-thinking individuals to tap 
new solutions and foster innovation.

ABOUT

Alexa Clay |  Bestselling author, provocateur, innovation strategist.

Clients  
• Aspen Ideas Festival 
• Google 
• Wired Money 
• Institute for the Future 
• Harvard Business School 
• Power to the Pixel 
• Microsoft 
• Re:publica 
• Lift 
• SXSW 
• World Affairs Council 
•  Berlin School of Creative  

Leadership
• Harvard Design School 
• PopTech 
• Chicago Ideas Week 
• Orange 
• WWF 
 • ESPN 
•  Anchorage Economic  

Development Corporation 
• Social Media Week

“In an era where fluidity among 
genders, races, disciplines, and 
professions has become the key to 
a full presence in the world, Alexa 
is the ultimate guide. She points 
out the ways in which we can 
embrace our idiosyncrasies in our 
professional life. She speaks and 
writes from a position of knowl-
edge and authority, but her empiri-
cal approach and her unique sense 
of humor make her intuitions and 
theories approachable and  
attainable.” 
Paola Antonelli | Director,  
Research & Development. The 
Museum of Modern Art.



The Power of Misfits  
Misfits are the gangsters on the corners of Cape Town townships,  
Mumbai slums, and rough New York City neighborhoods. Misfits are 
the young hackers on the digital frontlines of the virtual world. Misfits 
are the pirates of the 18th century high seas. Misfits are theinvisible 
con artists among us. This talk will bring attention to the ingenuity and 
innovation happening on the fringes. We’ll learn from diverse innovators 
operating in the black market and informal economies and examine the 
principles and philosophies that animate their work and creations.

This illuminating talk brings attention to the ingenuity and innovation 
exploding on the fringes and its impact on the mainstream economy. 
Learn from diverse innovators operating in the $3 trillion black market 
and informal economies and examine the principles and philosophies 
that animate their work, systems, and products.

Deviant Innovation: The Shadow World of Tech  
Mainstream  technological  progress owes a significant heritage to  
misfit innovators. In this talk, Clay traces the origins of some of our most 
disruptive  technologies to maverick innovators, often operating on the 
borders of illegality. 

Through compelling case studies, Clay demonstrates the importance 
of shadow economies to mainstream capitalism. What lessons can 
we learn from fringe outsiders that could be important to mainstream 
technological development and innovation? Through case studies 
profiling patent robbers, black market digital platforms, con artists, 
hackers, and even Amish farmers, we come to see deviant innovation  
as a wellspring of ingenuity.

OFFERINGS 

Keynote Lectures 
20-45- minute lectures with 
optional Q&A, customized for your 
event. Great for large audiences. 
 
Fireside Chat 
A more intimate and off-script  
conversation for audiences  
below 150.  

Additional thematic focus areas 
 
+  The Art of Intrapreneurship:  

How to Drive Change within  
Large Organizations

+  This is your Brain on 
Capitalism: The Nexus of  
Mind Money

+  Alter Egos: Lessons in  
Hacking your Identity

+  Culture Hacking: Strategies for 
Building Emergent Futures.

CORPORATE TALKS & WORKSHOPS FROM THE TEAM BEHIND THE BESTSELLING BOOK

TALKS

In conversation with Jim Fallows (Aspen Ideas Festival)



60-minute to half-day workshops 
offer a deep-dive into misfit topics  
that aim to stimulate creative 
problem solving and cement  
habits of out-of- the-box thinking.

Here are some current workshop 
offerings, though the team can  
tailor them to your specific needs 
for targeted deviance and  
disruption! 

CORPORATE TALKS & WORKSHOPS FROM THE TEAM BEHIND THE BESTSELLING BOOK

+ Pitch Like A Con Artist

Lessons in Salesmanship

 

+ Launch a Pop-Up Cult

Rapid Prototyping How-to

 

+ Create Your Own  Alter Ego

From Bowie to Lady Gaga

 

+ Hustle Like a Gangster

Making Something Out of Nothing

 

+ Think Like a Pirate

Collaboration and Team Spirit

 

WORKSHOPS

$



Alongside Alexa, talks and workshops can be done in partnership with 
leading Misfit educators from hackers to actors, to movement makers.  
Meet some of our cutting-edge deviants.
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THE MISFIT TEAM 

Misfit Credential: Dared to  
turn violent thuggery into  
community activism.

Bio: Former leader of the Latin 
Kings, a Hispanic street gang.

Expertise: Leadership, hustle,  
management, activism. 

Misfit Credential: Specializes in 
improvisational performance.

Bio: Actress, performer  
and facilitator.

Expertise: Alter ego development.  

Misfit Credential: At his height 
sold $3 million worth of cocaine 
per day

Bio: Drug trafficker,  
entrepreneur and author

Expertise: Running a global  
drug empire. 

Misfit Credential: Co-founded 
a guerilla movement for social 
intrapreneurs.

Bio: Innovation strategist,  
business consultant. 

Expertise: Supports intrapreneurs 
and “insider misfits” to harness 
creativity and drive innovation in 
their company. 

Misfit Credential: Created the 
fastest spreading computer virus 
of all time

Bio: Computer hacker,  
whistleblower, entrepreneur

Expertise: Hacking,  
cyber-security, technology,  
privacy. 

(aka “King Tone) RICK ROSS Samy Kamkar
Antonio Fernandez “FREEWAY” EVER COOKIE

Catherine Duquette Maggie de Pree 



For bookings please contact: 
Deborah Rey-Burns 

Email: deborah@propela.co.uk 
Website: www.propela.co.uk

For press and interview requests: 
alexa@misfiteconomy.com 

www.alexaclay.com

ENQUIRIES


